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Kong reaching Utopia? Sally Ho Tin Wai ESE
Peter Leung Chun Ning F.4C

Chris Li Yuen Cheong F.4D

---------------------- ¢ Ko Chin Ching F.5E:

I think utopia is a perfect world where people can enjoy security, freedom of speech and absolute
democracy. It 1s also where all citizens can accept different religions and cultures. I don't think Hong RN M"

Kong is a utopian city as utter democracy cannot yet be enjoyed. From my point of view, utopia can be set
as a goal for every country to strive for further improvement even Lhoug]g the possibility of reaching

utopianism is hardly high. r,

Ma Hoi Yee F.SE: ®---cocomernnnnooe

I think utopia should be stress-free and pollution-free, like the Great Barrier Reef in Australia. From my
point of view, it could be a feasible goal if the government and citizens have this common goal in mind.
With sufficient government support and citizen awareness towards environmental conservation, I believe
utopia is not an impossible dream. Unfortunately, our hometown has been polluted for many vears and
society is not as harmonious as before, so there are many challenges that Hong Kong has to face in order
to turn into a utopia city.

" Miss Leung Wing Shan:

From my point of view, utopia is a place which everyone longs for and where the urban and rural areas
ought to coexist with a larger propertion acquired by the latter. Respecting and appreciating other species
should also be achieved in order to promote a harmonious society. Besides, citizens should be rational and
maintain a thirst for knowledge. However, I do not think Hong Kong is a utopian state due to the lack of
mutual respect and tolerance among some Hongu:{ong citizens, which can be seen in the recent conflicts
in the society.

Mr. Yeung Yuk Ming: e~

I think utopia js a place where people are willing to serve others sincerely and have no selfishness.
However, it is difficult to achieve, as it requires everyone to have the same goal. In other words, e\ eryone
has to have an altruistic spirit.

Even though Hong Kong is slightly better than some developing countries, having less corruption does
not necessarily mean that Hong Kong is a perfect society. Thus, I think Hong Kong has not yet reached
.. utopianism.

B ¢ Ms Chan Yan Yan:

I believe respecting others and having less intrigue help build a harmonious society which can boost

social stability, fulfilling the requirement of a utopia,
The hectic city life, over-emphasis on economic development, housing shortage and a split in the society
derived from democratic reform have lowered citizens' confidence towards the city, making it harder for
Hong Kong to reach Utopianism.

Although Hong Kong is hardly a Utopia, quality morals have connected Hong Kong citizens together. It
is certain that better attitudes towards life can enrich life experiences and provide life incentives.

Ms. Sun Ka Ki: ©

In my opinion, utopia is where everything is peaceful and quiet. Unfortunately, it only exists in my
dreams, Nowadays, climate change is evident and the environment is worse than before. When 1 v-ag
tidying up my reom the other day, I involuntarily found some unnecessary possessions. In this
materialistic society, I guess many have forgotten the importance of protecting the environment. Even
though utopia has not been achieved yet, hopefully it can be achieved someday. Everybody! let's do our
best and try to make a difference!

¢ Tang Ka Ho F.5A:

In my opinion, utopia is where no one has to worry about their basic needs. Currently, I don't think Hong
Kong can be considered utopia yet as severe social problems still exist in the community, including the
great disparity between the rich and the poor, and the drastic increase in sub-divided units. In the aspect of
human relationships, in order to develop utopia, 1 think it is necessary for citizens to have mutual respect
even when they hold different views towards an issue.




Page 2 Resonance Contributions

T

| By Ng Wai Lam F.5D

What do students want from schools in the 21st century? Law Kai Lai F.5D
- > Leung Mei Kuen F.4C
‘Chant Hoi Lam, Letty F.4D

School the Pioneer
Lam Ka Yan F.5E

In the 21st century, knowledge is the only thing which can help pecple find a job and eam a
living. Therefore, many countries have been providing chances of studying to students, and
students are having a higher demand in some aspects of learning.

Nowadays, students prefer more ad: anced technology in learning, for example, using more
advanced and mew electronic gadgets. It is due to the increase in popularity in the use of
computer or mobile phones, and the convenience in using them. PowerPoint, videos and internet
are widelv used as teaching resources nowadays. Compared with just reading textbooks, using
electronic gadgets as an assistance will increase both the efficiency and effectiveness of leamning.
However, if schools change their teaching computers regularly, it may be very costly as
electronic gadgets have a short life cycle and are easily being outdated. Therefore, I think my
school can update the capabilities of those gadgets regularly, where the fanctions will not be
outdated easily and it can reduce the cost.

Apart from the above, students also want more active learning chances. In Hong Kong, the
major leamning method is to sit in the classrooms, read the textbooks and listen to the teachers,
Having group discussions and asking questions are rare. This may make the students lose interest
in leaming Therefore, I suggest my school providing more active learning chances. For example,
for science subjects, schools can provide more chances for students to have experiments, or even
let them create their new experiments under a safe situation. For subjects like Geography and
Liberal Studies, I think schools van let students have more field trips and oulings. A more active
learning can make students have a deeper understanding and increase their interest.

Students in the 21st century may choose to study overseas. I think having exchange students
in my class will be a great idea. We can leamn different languages and cultures of different
countries. This can increase the chances for students to have more active learning. Besides,
teachers may try to adopt different teaching methods, in which both the local students and
exchange students may have great benefits from it.

The world is changing and the society is improving rapidly. Being the miniature of the
society, schools should be the pioneer to cope with different chanpes in the community. In
conclusion, schools should adopt more advanced technology and provide more active leaming
chances to the students in order to fulfill their desire, which helps create more elites as the pillar
of the society in future.

Can you imagine

in a bottle? Look
at the picture
above and read
the reflections.

Photographer: Tommy Fung

Hong Kong in Bottle LisChiges PoE

The photo (see above) describes the life we would have if we lived in a bottle. The lack of
fresh air would afiect our health which would result in dizziness, difficulty in breathing and
eventually death. Unfortunately, this is happening in Hong Kong nowadays.

The air is essentially necessary for humans, however once it is mixed with polluting
particles, it manifests itself in the form of smoke and haze and it is harmful to humans.

From the phote, Hong Kong is in a bottle with smoke emitting from it. It represents that we
are trapped in the middle of 2 concicte jungle, walking in narrow street canyons where the wind
doesn't blow. We are actually living m a bottle but we just have not realized it yet.

The botile m the photo is made by human greed, ignorance and uncontrollable desire as
humans sacrifice the next generation's resources and the current natural environment for the sake
of economic development and 1mmediate convenience. The bottle that traps Hong Kong is made
by the smog produced by human activities; human beings will eventually become ill in the
environment.

However, humans do not know that they are living in the bottle, because economic growth
has blinded their eyes. The saviour who can crush the bottle and save humans is the population
who made this bottle.

When there is no air flow but only unbearable hot smoke, people will stifle. All things on
earth that Jack nourishing fresh air are on the verge of death. The colourful Hong Kong will lose
its color, which once carried the image of hope and life, and turn black and white, the symbol of
despair and death.

As "Voices from the Iron House' suggests, the only saviour who can help people escape from
the house is the people in the room. If some people in the room realize that they will die because
of their selfishness and ignorance, and thus regain their conscience, the Iron House formed by
their ignorance will disappear finally.

Will Hong Kong's skyline become one of the best in the world again? It will have to be
decided by us, the people of Hong Kong.

what would happen
to you if you lived

We Need Favourable School
Environment Chan Hoi Lam Letty F. 4D

Schools in the 21st century can be considered a miniature community with aspirations and
expectations from both teachers and students. In addition to the regular meetings, as a student, 1
hope the school management can further enhance communication to collect opinions from us by
installing opinion boxes in the school or creating an internet opinion box in the school website.
‘We should be encouraged to voice our opinions in the new communication channels for what we
want from the school for a better studying environment. The school management should then
consider students' proposals and particularly the management should openly make a reply to 2
certain issue which has been raised by a considerable percentage of students.

The second thing I think can be made better in our school is promoting mutual help and
friendship among we fellow students. Harmony with mutual help and support is a good virtue
commonly regarded by people in the 21st century. Students in my secondary school are working
hard. This is understandable because the competition for the limited places in government-
subsidized local universities or tertiary education institutions is very fierce. Although we always
discuss homework after school, I think formal study groups should be established through the
monitors and student subject leaders. Regular group meetings can then be held after school one
to two times per week and additional meetings can be arranged if necessary, for example, around
examination periods. We are of different talents and have our own strengths and weaknesses.
Students are often good at some subjects but weak in others. Through study groups, we can help
cach other. Besides academically, group members can support each other psychologically.
Harmony and friendship will be fostered.

To create a productive teaching and learning environment for teachers and students, good
interpersonal relationship is important. Our class activities are often limited to students. In this
regard, I propose gatherings for both parties--- teachers and students. Teachers and students can
go together to nearby restaurants for dim sum in lunch time. Such gatherings are characteristic of
the local Chinese culture. Through the gatherings, teacher-student relationship will be greatly
enhanced as the gatherings can work as an informal communication channel. This will certainly
be conducive to the school as a whole.

Studying in an affectionate and favourable school énvironment is a common wish of a
student, like me, in the 21st century. The above describes my three proposals to my school for the
wish. The first two are enhancements of the school’ s current practices while the last one is a
novel suggestion, In conclusion, what students want from their schools in the 21st century should
be in line with the global values of the changing world in the century.

Air Zhang Weiying F.5E

It is a well-known fact that air is 2 mixture of different gases. Air is composed of 78% of
nitrogen and 21% of oxygen, while the rest is other different gases. However, air in Hong Kong
seems lo be different.

Hong Kong, is 1aid to be a 'Gourmet Paradise', but is becoming more like a 'Paradise of Air
Pollutants’ now. The seriousness of air pollutants has already triggered the warning alarm. In one
of the works of Tommy Fung (see picture above), Hong Kong is trapped in a bottle of smoke,
unable to escape from the foggy and smoky glass. However, where does this smoke come from?

Actually, there is something burning behind Hong Kong which contributes to those wisps of
smoke. The ports, the roadways, the air conditioners and so on are the culprits of the air pollution
in Hong Kong. Hong Kong is too prosperous and dense that we have many ports and roadways.
Every day, we have lots of cargo ships and cruises which travel in and out. Also, we have more
and more cars running on roadways day by day. They are all motivated by buming fossil fuels.
During the process, a lot of air pollutants are emitted to the air, for example, carbon monoxide,
sulphur dioxide and nitrogen dioxide. With the cramped concrete jungle formed by skyscrapers
in Hong Kong, the situation of air pollutants is becoming even more adverse.

Air pollution has led to various problems in different aspects so it should not be
underestimated. For example, air pollution leads to the fall in economic and social aspects. For
economy, especially for. tourism, the air pollution has caused negative impacts on Hong Kong's
image. Because of the poor air quality, lots of tourists refuse to travel to Hong Kong. Since
tourism is one of the important industries in Hong Kong, the economy is greatly affected by the
poor air. Moreover, the severe air pollution deters overseas talents and investors. Multinational
companies are reluctant to set up offices in Hong Kong. The competitiveness of Hong Kong is
lowered, thus the economic growth will be affected. In social aspect, the health of citizens will
definitely be harmed by the air pollutants. Respiratory diseases and even death will be resulted.
As the quality of the public health is impaired, the medical cost required in turn increases the
economic burden of the government. As a result, air pollution both directly and indirectly causes
the decline in the quality of life for citizens.

From Tommy Fung's photo, the contaminated Hong Kong is trapped inside a transparent
glass bottle. Through the glass, how Hong Kong is contaminated is observable. It is crvstal clear
and undeniable that Hong Kong is heavily polluted with dirty air. However, why is the situation
that serious? Have the government and the public paid any heed to the probleins? The poor air
quality in Hong Kong is generally acknowledged. However, the government and the public have
net carried out much effective measure to deal with the matters but just let the matters drift.

Air is the common resource that every Hong Kong people enjoy. We have the
responsibilities to make sure that the air is clean for the current generation and also the future
generation. If the problem is neglected as it is left in the glass bottle, Hong Kong will scon be
bumnt into soot with the poor air.

Nearly everyone has a good ghost story or strange encounter. to tell,

share or explore. Let's read one of them.

The Ghost and the Darkness

T woke up at midnight. I found the door wide open and the wind was blowing strong. Just as 1
was closing the door, I found that there were water droplets dropping in the bathroom. 1 could
hear the sound of the droplets. The outside of windows were strongly moving trees, and also what
I could see was only complete darkness.

There were a lot of complicated sounds in the darkness- the sound of the blowing wind, the
sound of droplets in bathroom. Suddenly, I heard the sound of foolsteps thumping on the floor!
However, I could not see anything in the dark. And then I heard that something was hitting in the
kitchen!

T tried turning on the light of my bedroom, but it could not be switched on, and I just thought
that I needed ask dad to fix it tomorrow as it was not working.

T o TP WRRRES  l J e

Chan Siu-chung F.2A
it. At that moment, I heard the footstep again and I could even sce a shadow (maybe it was the
shadow of a GHOST!) slowly moving. I held my breath. I could even hear the loudest sound that
T had ever heard before- my heart was beating fast!

The litter brightness from my torch could not replace the frightening inside my heart. The
shadow looked to come closer to me! Until a person (or a ghost) appeared in front of me! I broke
out in cold sweat.

“What's up?” my grandmother asked, with a bag of her favourite fiuit- oranges on her hand.
1 thought she may be hungry. However, I cannot figure out why my. grandmother will not be
afraid of the terrible and horrible darkness!

What a fanny “ghost™ experience 1 had! But 1 forgot to do one thing m the next morning-
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Staple roods as Alternatives?

Introduction

Genetically modified (GM) foods are foods derived from organisms whose
genetic material (DNA) has been modified in a way that does not occur
naturally. The production of these GM foods aims at faster growth, resistance to
fungi, production of extra nutrients, etc, Commercial sale of genetically
modified food began in 1994, when Calgene, a global biopharmaceutical, first
marketed its delayed ripening tomato.

Staple foods are easy to grow and produce, can be stored for a long time
without going bad and, best of all, are more nutritious. They vary from place to
place but typically they are reasonably priced and readily available. In general,
maize and rice are the most common staple foods that feed the world.

Because of the huge demand on these two staple foods, scientists have been
putting efforts on engineering G.M. maize and rice so as to ease the food crisis.

Golden rice & G.M. Maize

Asia - Golden
Rice

Golden Rice is genetically
modified rice. Rice originally
produces S -carotene in the
leaves but not in the grains, In
Golden Rice, more /3 -carotene
is produced and accumulated in
the grains so it appears golden-
yellow in color.
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Golden Rice
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Wild type

More J-Carotene in golden rice

North America - GM
. e Strains of specific genetically
i U modified maize (corn) are
made to have agriculturally-
desirable traits. They are now
in use in many countries. A few
types of them have been
released as marketed products:

v - * . . .
A 2* * Herbicide resistant maize:
o ¥y resistant to certain chemicals

XUy that hinder the weed growth
v % %k Pestresistant comn: produce

3 ({a"-'.,’":“ % bacteria protein that can kill

o 73477, certain insect pests when it is
Al consumed.

{ ;fq *Sweet corn: with a higher

; level of sweetness than raw

maize

Whose faveurite

-

2. Mr. Poon Man Tsan:

I think it is rare that
Chinese cultural
element can be added
to Hollywood films, so
this series of films
attracts me a lot. | am

fond of him mainly\\‘\;\w";/
because he can represent

the Chinese Lraditional culture and can
advocate the Buddhist belief of 'highest
principle is nothing'.

1. Ms. Cheng Lai Ki:

| think Buzz Lightyear is verv cute.
Although he is only a toy, he thinks he is the
Space Ranger of Star Command and does
not hesitate to shoulder the responsibility of
protecting the universe of Evil Emperor
Zurg. Itis funny that he even fries to fly with
his fake wings. Besides, he is loyal to his
friends and courageous. When
his buddies are in danger,
he is willing to do
anything to save them,
which is a wonderful & ..
deed. Whenever | see -«
him, | feel very happy. -
That's why | love this

adorable cartoon character. e Peppa Pig
is a British
preschool

is an energetic, series, Srererem——_—— |

yet accideni-
' prone, giant
panda who is a
die-hard fan of

The main character enjoys jumping in
muddy puddles, playing with her teddy
bear (called "Teddy_f"i. going to playgroup,

d

car

h—— U

. it because stories of Peppa Pig are simple

e

These GM staple foods are genetically \
engineered to have following specific advantages:

Golden Rice

LERE .'_f"‘

e T

* Solution to malnutrition: prevent the deficiency of vitamin A, which is a
possible cause of night-blindness and skin infection, as human body can
convert - carotene into
Vitamin A

# reducing the use of pesticides: contain the genes that prevent certain insects
from damaging crops

* higher crop yields: able to yield more grains on each straw and easier to
grow

GM Maize

# Easier to grow: better adaption to the environment, such as drought
resistance abilities

* higher crop yields: able to produce more grains on each plant and easier to
grow

# Increase food variety: more types of corns with better flavor and
appearance

* Boost food industry: maize is used for feeding livestock and as raw material
for the starch industry. Starch forms the basis of many foods and food
additives.

Controversy

There is always a strong debate about whether GM foods, especially the
GM staple foods that would be eaten in every meal, should be consumed or not.
Some opponents have objected to GM foods on the grounds including safety,
environmental impact and the fact that some GM seeds that are food sources are
subject to intellectual property rights and owned by corporations. On the other
hand, the World Health Organization, the National Academy of Sciences, and
the American Medical Association all claim that these GM crops are at Jeast as
safe as, and often safer than, foods modified from the old-fashioned way.

Conclusion

Despite the vigorous debate, whether people think of them as a
disaster or a way to feed the world, both sides agree that consumers have
the right to know what's on their plates. It is also advised by the World
Health Organization that all GM foods should be assessed before being
sold on the market.

Above all, what matters is the consumer's confidence. If the safety of
the GM staple foods could be ensured indeed, they could really be
considered as the new trend of food sources and alternatives in the
future.

References:
http://www.who.int/topics/food_genetically modified/en/
hitp://www.webmd.com/food-recipes/truth-about-gmos?
http://www,wisegeek.org/what-are-the-pros-and-cons-

of-genetically-engineered-food.htm
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/genetically_modified_maize
http://nlcatp.org/9-essential-pros-and-cons-of-golden-rice/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/golden_rice
http://www.who.int/topics/food_genetically_modified/en/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/genetically_modified_food
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4. Miss Jane Ho:

You may not know what
my favorite cartoon character
is as | seldom use the related
products. Powerpuff Girls are
not just characters | have
fancied for over 10 years, they .
are actually quite meaningful an;l\“~
educational. Being a sensilive and
observant arts teacher, | admire the splendid
drawings which depict the girls' appearance
and more importantly, the sense of justice
and willingness lo offer help to those in need
that are shown in their personaliies. OFf
course I'm also attracled by Lheir naively
and sincerity.

3, Mr. Kuong Chi Wai:

2 years ago, | discovered this cartcon
character on TV and on DVDs covers. Itis
targeted at British kids bul my children love

and easy to understand. | highly recommend
this animation as children

can learn through its
stories how to get
along with others
and some basic
knowledge; such as |
season changes. \ P

M,

The three Powerpuff
. girls are well-known
for their superpowers,
including flight, super
strength and super speed. They are frequently

Buzz Light year is a
toy space ranger
hero in Toy Story. His
name was inspired by
Apollo 11's astronaut
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